
                                                                                          Banstead, 

                                                                                          Surrey. 

                                                                         St Andrew’s Day 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Our Moderator, Rev Brian Jolly, has invited me to write a letter of 

introduction to the churches of the Lancashire North Missional 

Partnership. 

 

My name is John Gordon and I was born in Glasgow in 1966. Along with 

my two younger brothers, our parents Jean and William, raised us up in 

Whitehaven on the west coast of Cumbria. 

As a child I was greatly blessed by being involved at Whitehaven URC. I 

moved through the Sunday School, was a member of Pilots and FURY, 

eventually being received into full church membership in 1982. 

 

In 1983 I moved to Worthing to work for Beechams Pharmaceuticals as a 

laboratory technician. Later I moved from Beecham’s to work with adults 

with learning disabilities with Mencap Homes Foundation as part of the 

Care in Community initiative. I started my ministerial training at Northern 

College in Manchester in 1992.  

 

I was married to Alison in 1992. We have three children, Eliot, Simon and 

Eve. 

 

I was ordained in 1996 in Saint Helens within the Mersey Synod. In 2002 

I moved down to the Southern Synod. In Southern I have had pastorates 

in Bognor Regis, Lewes and Banstead. 

 

My ministry is greatly informed by Benedictine spirituality around the core 

principles of Prayer, Silence and Humility. 

 

Humility is expressed in radical welcome and hospitality. This is to 

welcome the stranger as though we were encountering Jesus himself. 

 

Silence is a tool bringing together the tension of our deep need to be in 

community with our individual hopes and expectations. It is in silence that 

we meet powerfully with God to be transformed. In the busyness of the 

working day the community is expected to protect this individual time for 

silence.  

 

Benedict calls public prayer and worship The Work of God. This reflects 

God’s prior claim on all human activity. This helps us to discover the 



unforced rhythm of grace in our lives. We are created for fellowship with 

God so there can be nothing more important than this in our lives. 

 

There are many challenges and opportunities facing us as local churches 

especially during this uncertain period as we deal with the Coronavirus 

pandemic. By being gentle and kind with each other we will be able to 

support each other as we discern God’s calling for us all. 

 

I am looking forward to coming among you and working with Rev Irene 

John within the Lancashire North Missional Partnership. It will be a 

privilege to share alongside you in prayer and mission in your local 

communities.   

 

May God, who is in the midst of us, bless us all and keep us safe. 

 

With Kind regards, 

 

Reverend John Gordon 

 

 


